
Abstract

Rivers have always attracted human settlements to their banks. The way in which this occupation occurs over time 

— type of settlement, modes of subsistence, exchange networks, funerary and symbolic practices—is also a 

reinvention of the landscape, which also changes with climatic fluctuations. The ´ANSOR - Anthropisation of Sorraia 

Valley` project, now in its 43rd year, is an ongoing investigation and permanent reinvention, where archaeology 

intersects with many disciplines such as geography, geomorphology, paleobotany, and archaeometry. From the 6th 

to 2nd millennium, the banks of the Sorraia witnessed decisive phases in the early peasant societies: the 

appearance of the first agricultural activities in the early Neolithic, the emergence of Copper Age ditch sites, and the 

collapse of settlement at the dawn of the Bronze Age.
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